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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY, SWAN HILLS ELECTORATE 
Statement by Member for Swan Hills 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [12.55 pm]:  I am concerned about the quality and reliability of power supply 
in my electorate.  This is not a new issue, and I believe that it is one that also plagued my predecessors in this 
seat.  I have taken up this issue with the Minister for Energy numerous times since my election to Parliament and 
it is pleasing to note that a range of new state government initiatives will go towards supporting local residents’ 
power concerns, including sustainable energy rebates, as well as an opportunity to access increased Western 
Power funding to upgrade existing electricity infrastructure.   
The hills part of my electorate faced power blackouts again last week with the onset of rain.  Western Power 
informed me that this latest blackout was the result of two fallen trees: apparently no sooner had one been 
removed and the power restored, than another tree fell and once again interrupted the power supply. 
Certainly, some level of such accidents is unavoidable; there are a great number of trees near powerlines and it is 
not always possible to identify potential problem trees.  In the same vein, dust and birds on the lines, as well as 
other interruptions from nature, cannot always be averted.  However, in many previous cases of blackouts, 
problems stemmed from ageing infrastructure. 
The Minister for Energy confirmed in the 2004-05 state budget that the Government would spend a record 
$1.8 billion on the electricity network over the next four years, and that spending would target maintenance, pole 
inspection and replacement, bushfire mitigation and capacity improvements.  This funding boost is most 
welcome, and it is a priority of mine to ensure that the electorate of Swan Hills receives its fair share of this 
additional funding. 
I have asked local residents to assist me to highlight to government where funds need to be directed to best 
improve electricity supply in the Swan Hills region.  I am receiving an excellent response to this request and I 
look forward to even more feedback from local residents.  I will ensure that the Government is aware that I will 
continue to lobby to secure better maintenance and upgrades for the local energy infrastructure in my electorate. 
 


